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Question: 

Under Matters Requiring Special Attention in 2012-13, the Department will enhance law enforcement at 
hawker areas with fixed pitches to ensure compliance and to contain obstruction and fire safety risk.  In this 
connection, when will the Department formulate a set of clear and coherent guidelines to facilitate better 
understanding and compliance by traders? 

Asked by: Hon. LEONG Kah-kit, Alan 

Reply: 

In the wake of the fire at the hawker stalls at Fa Yuen Street on 30 November last year, the Food and 
Environmental Hygiene Department (the Department) has strengthened law enforcement actions against non-
compliance with the relevant legislation and licensing conditions in hawker areas with a large number of 
hawker stalls.  Such actions are targeted at the following irregularities to reduce fire risks posed by hawker 
stalls: 
 
(i) stall canopies made of or covered with combustible materials; 
(ii) overnight storage of goods outside the approved stall areas; 
(iii) obstruction of passageways; and 
(iv) stall subletting. 
 
The stall hawkers are obliged to comply with the law and licensing conditions.  The primary objectives of 
the Department’s enforcement actions are to ensure environmental hygiene and to reduce fire safety risks.  
The Department maintains regular dialogue with hawker associations and stall hawkers to address their 
concerns.   
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