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Question: 

Please advise on the number of inspections conducted by the Department in respect of illegal sale of chilled 
meat (including sale of chilled meat and chilled poultry without permission or sale of chilled meat as fresh 
meat) in 2009, 2010 and 2011 respectively, as well as the number of illegal cases detected and the penalty 
imposed.  

 

Asked by: Hon. Wong Yung-kan 

Reply: 

Licensed food premises selling chilled meat/poultry are inspected once every four, ten and 20 weeks 
according to their risk types under the “Risk-based Inspection System” whereas stalls in public markets with 
permission to sell chilled meat/poultry are inspected once every eight weeks.  In addition, there are 
inspections to follow up on complaints.  Actions will be taken if any irregularities are found during such 
inspections.  There are no separate statistics on inspections concerning illegal sale of chilled meat/poultry. 
 
In 2009, 2010 and 2011, nine, five and 18 prosecutions were taken respectively against licensed food 
premises and stalls in public markets for selling chilled meat/poultry without permission and the penalties 
imposed for each case ranged from $500 to $10,000, with an average of $3,800.  As regards cases 
concerning selling chilled/frozen meat/poultry as fresh meat/poultry, there were one cancellation of licence 
of food premises and two terminations of tenancy agreement of market stall in 2009, one cancellation of 
licence of food premises in 2010 and two terminations of tenancy agreement of market stall in 2011. 
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